
The COOL

Community Online OPEN Logbook





An introduction to “The COOL”

• A unique locally designed Community Online OPEN Logbook unlike any other. The 
emphasis is on open where all logs logged on the system can be viewed by anyone 
at any time online. 

• Logs entered are checked for accuracy, the exchanges too, which lends itself to the 
evaluation of contests. 

• The COOL has a companion system called “The Evaluator” which evaluates log 
entries within a user defined time frame. 

• The COOL system is protected through registered PIN’s associated with the user’s 
call sign. 

• Logs can be entered manually or ADIF uploads and downloads done to integrate 
with offline loggers and online systems like LOTW and QRZ dot com. 

• The COOL Evaluator provides daily statistics to promote activity within the 
community and encourages sharing of logs with each other.



An open view to “The COOL”



Manual log entry
o An update PIN is registered to a user on The 

COOL. The PIN is associated with the user’s 
call sign.

o Enter the other station’s call sign.

o The date and time are set at the opening of 
the dialogue. It can however be overridden.

o The frequency is important and should be  
accurate to the nearest kilohertz.

o CW is the default mode. Choose another if 
different.

o Power levels are used for example in 
evaluating the Hamnet 40m contests 
otherwise for information purposes only.

o Grid locations or predefined contest 
exchanges can be entered into the exchange 
fields. Contest exchanges should follow a 
specific format.



ADIF Import
o An update PIN is registered to a user on The 

COOL. The PIN is associated with the user’s 
call sign.

o Select an ADIF created by another system 
that can produce an ADIF from QSO logs.

o Simply then click on the Upload button and 
the data will be uploaded to The COOL to be 
shared with others.



Immediate log checking

• When both stations in QSO log the contact an immediate check is done to confirm the 
QSO details. 

• The times need to be within five minutes of each other. 

• End QSO times are best to log.



Immediate exchange checking

• When both stations in QSO log the contact an immediate check is done to confirm the 
QSO details. 

• If exchanges were made between the two stations they are checked automatically too.

• Double clicking on the record produces a QSL image that can be captured and sent via 
social media or email.



Downloading an ADI or Cabrillo file



Regular contributors to The COOL



The COOL CW Operators Club

• The COOL CW Operators 
Club are the regular users of 
The COOL.

• In essence they are one and 
the same thing.

• The COOL however is not 
limited to CW only.



The COOL Hyperlinks and Blogs



The advantages of using The COOL

..... for general QSO logging.
• Supporting a community of like minded radio amateurs.

• Easy to see the detail of activities within the community.

• Accurate QSO logging and exchanges with the resulting discipline.

• Promoting the use of grid locations or decimal coordinates.

• Daily graphical activity reports to promote activity within the 
community.

• Members of The COOL communities, of which there may be many, 
support each other by logging each QSO made no matter how 
many.

• The COOL, in serving the community, also allows transfer of logs 
between other systems through ADIF files either by downloading 
or uploading.

• Easy QSL card creation. (Double click / Screen capture).

• Detail reports within any time frame using the Evaluator.

..... to evaluate contests.
• Easy sharing of contest logs.

• No need to fill in complicated Excel spreadsheets.

• No need to send logs in specific formats like ADIF’s, Cabrillo’s or a 
spreadsheet via email.

• Results are available on the same day or at least within an agreed time 
frame.

• Logs are OPEN for all to see. Open logs are central to The COOL 
concept.

• A method of learning why leading contestants do well.

• Preventing QSO’s that don’t serve the goals of the contest like hams 
“giving away points”.

• Easy contest evaluations that can be done by anyone online at any 
time.

All contestants need to store their logs on The COOL. No confirming QSO 
log, no points .....



Introducing The COOL Evaluator



Select the evaluation time slot



1. Check for CONFIRMED log entries.

2. Check for MATCHING exchanges....

No match, no point!



Use The COOL Evaluator to ASSIST

• Contest administrators.

• Communities or interest 
groups.

• Evaluation of routine 
exercises.

• By promoting logging on The 
COOL by all taking part in any 
activity or contest.

• By checking log dates, times 
and frequency accuracy.

• By enforcing the REQUIRED 
format of contest exchanges.





The Pilot COOL Sprint 17th March2024

Tabulated scoring sheet. 

Ludwig 1st, Arthur 2nd, Eddie 3rd 
and Mike and Ed share 4th 
place. 

No spreadsheets, no emailing, 
no waiting for the results. 

Same day contest results.



Is there any reason why The COOL will not enhance your 
amateur radio experience?

Join us at https://radarops.co.za/

https://radarops.co.za/
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