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So Mike ZS6MSW felt the need to invite many of his friends back into The COOL CW Operators 
Club WhatsApp group. This is a group of rather enthusiastic radio operators that like to see and to 
share each other’s activities and in so doing inspire each other to be radio active, especially CW of 
course. Never forget, SSB operators are our friends too.

Mike added Paul ZS2PS. Paul has found a supportive group and has become an inspiring radio 
amateur to the rest of the group. He started using The COOL too! Mike then added Richard 
ZS6RKE. We haven’t heard much from Richard, yet. Matthew ZS6MDV and Janre ZS6SI were 
added too. Mike added an additional thirty two others. I agree with Mike, we are not going to grow 
as a club if we do not initiate an invitation of friendship.

Almost immediately ZR6... (serves on the council of the South African Radio League (SARL), 
focusing on contest operations and contributing to the SARL Contest WorkGroup) left.Then our 
dear friend from the Cape ZS1... left too. A few others left soon after. ZS6... (another council 
member with no qrz bio) left. Our passionate WAZS chaser ZS6... left. Another left, at least he gave 
a reason, too many messages, the rest just turned their backs on Mike’s friendly invitation.

So we can safely say, the above list of leavers need never to be invited again and welcome to the 
others that cared to stay. Everything we offer as a CW club is free, no club fees and The COOL 
website is usually supported through donations. We are paid up for the next three quarters. So The 
usage of The COOL is basically free too!

Mike ZS6MSW wrote, "When possible and when WhatsApp allows, I send an invitation for them to 
join first. However, due to occasional WhatsApp updates, the invitation option is sometimes 
unavailable — in those cases, I add them manually." 

Mike never pushes people to join but offers options to bail at any time they want. Not long after 
this, a few days in, another number left. Not in my contacts list but apparently a SOTA supporter. 
Do South African SOTA operators not see the value in CW? The rest of the world of SOTA 
operators are mainly CW operators from what I can see looking at various YouTube videos posted 
of exciting SOTA operations using CW.

Mike and I a few months ago pushed our speeds up to 40 wpm which is insane. We could send on 
the paddle, we could read a word here and there. Granted those speeds are really impractical. We 
gradually came back down to 30 to 25 to 20 and then things started to feel sluggish. The comfort 
zone is 20 to 25 wpm and that is what all of our goals should be.



I've been doing CW for over fifty years, the majority of which I was STUCK in the dead zone (12 
to 15 wpm). This group got me out because guys like Mike liked to push the limits. Now we push 
each other. Ed joins in occasionally. Frank is an amazing CW operator, Toy really is an inspiration.

We are here for each other.

So nice to see the dark blue indicators in this display. Actually the difference between Mike's usual 
100W signal and 5W signals today are not that different. Only a few dB only measured by ear on a 
QCX receiver.

It gives me a sense too to imagine how Mike hears me on the other side as I'm always only 5W 
output from the QCX into an inverted vee which is actually closer to a dipole, keeping those wires 
high in the air so as not to affect any wild buck that may cross through the area at night.

73 de Eddie ZS6BNE


