
Logging satellite QSO’s

Wolter ZR6HAM is active on the QO-100 satellite and wanted to log his QSO’s on The COOL. The 
COOL’s frequency field only catered for frequencies up to 400 MHz (70cm). QO-100’s uplink 
frequency is 2,400 MHz.

What would be a good idea is to identify the satellite QSO by the satellite name but many 
systems, including The COOL only see the frequency as an important criteria and from there on the 
band is determined.

In order to do this it was decided to write a separate but similar system to The COOL and call it The 
COOL SatComms system which sees the satellite name as an important criteria. Including this 
within the original COOL system would require many changes and would cause many ripple 
effects. The PIN system is applicable to both The COOL and the SatComms system.

So, the COOL SatComms system was born. Wolter could log his SSB QSO’s via the QO-100 
satellite, on the new SatComms system. He later also made CW contacts via QO-100.

This created some excitement on the satellite front and SO-124 came onto the scene. The rather 
amazing SO-50 satellite too was included. QSO’s were made via SO-50 and logged on the 
SatComms system. To date, Johan ZS1A, Pieter V51PJ and Eddie ZS6BNE have had QSO’s via 
SO-50.

The SatComms system offers most of the facilities that The COOL offers including ADIF 
downloads so that QSO information can be shared with other systems. Like The COOL, the 
SatComms system becomes the master logging system and is completely open.

The logging of CQ’s is a good idea so that all can see there were attempts to use the satellite. The 
comment field explaining what was experienced. Like The COOL, confirmation of any QSO shows 
support for each other working towards a common goal. The red colours show where QSO 
confirmations could have taken place and if exchanges were made, like a grid locator, that would be 
evaluated too.



I did a query on the new SARL SA-QSL system seeing Johan stated he only logs on LOTW and 
SA-QSL. SA-QSL is a WAZS database and according to the WAZS rules only the first contact 
with the station is important. What about the many others that follow? There are no records of 
them. This is where the SatComms system can shine. A history of satellite communications in ZS.

My first satellite QSO was with Andrew ZS1AN on the 7th of September 2005. Soon after I attended 
a RTA where Andrew had given a talk on working LEO (Low Earth Orbit) satellites. The 
information on SA-QSL shows nothing else. It was however the AO-51 satellite.



Luckily I had made up this QSL card so many years ago and found it on some very old CD backups 
I had made.

I had a QSO with Stacey ZR1SC three days later. Stacey is Andrew’s XYL. Luckily I had made up 
this QSL too. Stacey’s information on QRZ is very old, like in 2003. Note there is no record of 
this QSO in the SA-QSL database. What is the SA-QSL database really worth in this case?



The point I’m trying to make is that the SatComms system can add a lot of value to those 
active on the satellites but requires commitment to be part of the system. There is nothing like 
it in the world!

The Satcomms system can generate an immediate QSL from the data logged on the system, at the 
double clicking of the record. Very much like her brother, The COOL.


